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WHEREAS, the PEN American Center, the National Coalition Against Censorship along
with a diverse group of organizations have expressed opposition to a trade embargo 
threat to the First Amendment; and

WHEREAS, scientific, literary and artistic works that originate in countries that have 
trade sanctions against them by the United States are included in the trade embargo; 
and

WHEREAS, the Office of Foreign Assets Control of the Treasury Department (OFAC) 
has concluded that embargoes apply to informational materials such as publications,
films and artwork that are not camera-ready; and

WHEREAS, such works may be embargoed if the US publisher, editor or co-author
alters or enhances them in any way; and

WHEREAS, OFAC has said that any substantive change to a manuscript, including 
‘collaborative interactions,’ of an author in a sanctioned country is prohibited without
prior government approval; and 

WHEREAS, the rules cast a pall over US publication of the works of authors in these 
countries; and

WHEREAS, there is no claim that the restrictions protect the US from terrorism, but, 
rather, the sanctions keep Americans ignorant of the work of scientists, writers and 
artists in these countries; therefore be it

RESOLVED, that NYSUT and the AFT deplore the embargo against ideas and the threat
to the academic community’s and the public’s access to and dissemination of 
information and research; and be it further

RESOLVED, that NYSUT and AFT and other academic organizations demand an 
elimination of the embargo.
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