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            Professional Staff Congress      

Resolution Title: Resolution to Block Wal-Mart and Sam’s Clubs Expansion For Being Bad 
Neighbors: Imposing Costs on Communities and American Taxpayers 

Submitted by:  Professional Staff Congress, Local 2334 
 
 
Whereas, Wal-Mart’s substandard pay forces substantial numbers of its employees to rely on government 
subsidy for health care, housing, school lunches and food stamps. In California alone taxpayers subsidized 
$20.5 million worth of medical care for Wal-Mart employees or family members. (Institute for Labor & 
Employment at the U. of CA. at Berkeley); and  
 
Whereas, economic analyses indicate that Wal-Mart employees’ dependence on public services burdens 
communities, that it pressures communities for tax subsidies and abatements, and that it opposes local 
zoning ordinances, thus challenging the right of communities to make their own zoning rules; and  
 
Whereas, communities lose three jobs for every two Wal-Mart creates; and  
 
Whereas, Wal-Mart’s “lower prices” rise after competition has been eliminated, leaving consumers with 
fewer options; and  
 
Whereas, Wal-Mart’s penny pinching accelerates the U.S. loss of manufacturing jobs to sweatshops 
overseas and the better paying, unionized grocery jobs at home; and  
 
Whereas, school funding is harmed by Wal-Mart’s erosion of local tax bases;  
therefore be it   
 
Resolved, that the American Federation of Teachers work with the AFL-CIO to educate the general public 
as well as its members about the harm Wal-Mart does to communities and taxpayers; and be it further  
 
Resolved, that the American Federation of Teachers support communities and its locals in efforts to block 
Wal-Mart’s expansion. 
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